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Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-5, drawn to apparatus, classified in class 198, subclass 346.3. 

II. Claims 6 and 12, drawn to method, classified in class 427, subclass 435. 
Ill Claims 7-1 1, drawn to apparatus, classified in class 118, subclass 66. 

IV. Claims 13-14, drawn to apparatus, classified in class 118, subclass 412. 

V. Claim 15, drawn to method, classified in class 427, subclass 402. 
The inventions are distinct, each from the other because: 

Inventions (II or V) and (I or HI or IV) are related as process and apparatus for its 
practice. The inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can 
be practiced by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed 
can be used to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this 
case the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process 
such as one wherein the carrier swings without stopping above the painting section or treatment 
bath or the like. 

The invention of Group I is independent and distinct from the invention of Group in or 
Group IV. The invention of Group in or Group IV does not require the workpiece to be 
supported above the conveyor using a carrier as set forth by the invention of Group I. The 
invention of Group I does not require that the apparatus include an exclusive treating section on 
each side of the conveyor for each different kind of workpiece as set forth by the invention of 
Group IH or Group IV. 

Invention of Group II is independent and distinct from the invention of Group V. 
Invention of Group II does not require multicolor painting of a workpiece using the steps of 
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moving the workpiece to a plurality of paint sections and rotating the conveyor either to the right 
or left to paint the workpiece with a required color in any one of the painting section as set forth 
by the invention of Group V. Invention of Group V does not require dipping treatment of the 
workpiece or workpieces using a treatment bath as set forth by Group II . 

The invention of Group HI is independent and distinct from the invention of Group IV. 
The invention of Group IQ does not require the work piece to be guided and moved by a single 
conveyor or have a plurality of paint sections for applying different colors at both the left and 
right sides of the single conveyor as set forth by the invention of Group IV. The invention of 
Group IV does not require the apparatus treat a plurality of different kinds of work pieces and a 
conveyor for each different kind of work piece as set forth by the invention of Group III. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject matter, restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

A telephone call was made to office of Attorney Slattery on 9/19/02 (approximate) to 
request an oral election to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an election 
being made. 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 
1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1. 17(i). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Brenda Lamb at 
telephone number 703-308-2056. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday and 
Wednesday through Friday with alternate Tuesdays off 



B. A. Lamb/mn BRENDA A. LAMB 

PRIMARY EXAMINER 

October 16, 2002 



